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seemed more poignant to me than now, when there ar e no more Carey essays 

being written. 

VVc are left with Carey's written words, our m emori es, and our own 

forms of commemoration. When my father di ed a few years ago, I found 

myself eating the foods he loved: an unexpected way to honor him, but 

somehow it was comforting. In the months since Jim Carey's death, I have had 

the chance to write and present several essays of remembrance, and I've 

worked on a chapter for a book in his honor on American cultural studies 

(Jensen 2007a, 2007b, 2007c, in preparation. But these acts do not honor him 

fully, at least for me. 
Since Ca rey' s death I have also found myself r eading more widely and 

fiercely - r ecreat ing th e voracious pace that fud ed my years at the Illinois. As 

he did with m e, I am using favorite literary allusions, and encouraging students 

to seck out and read particular novels, plays, poems. I am once again using a 

fountain pen, and trying to answer my c- rnails with more thought and 

eloquence . I am also saying ye s to more things; I suppose I want to show (him? 

mvsclfr) that I am doing more than Simply 'warming a seat at th e common 

table.' These may not he wise choices in the long run, because I do not have 

anything close to his talents or energy. But for now they feel like appropriate 

commemorative acts. 

For me, Carey's legacy is both personal and institutional, partly because he 

did not protect that distinction in his work or his life. Recently, a journal sent 

a call for papers for an issue in honor of Carey that stated emphatically that 

memoirs were not appropriate. The issue was to focus on Carey's contributions 

to the field of communication, not to those who knew him. That is fine, and 

there is much institutional legacy to honor. But Carey taught me that the 

personal and institutional always interpenetrate . .As he taught, we do not live 

only in a world of print, co ncepts an d fields - w e live in a world of sight, 

sound, taste, touch ... and each o ther. Death robs us of that connect ion . The 

m ed ia of print and photography give us attenuated and distor t ed access to what 

was for Carey the most engaging form of comm unicat ion - face-to -face . 

So it seems to me that if we want to honor Carey's legacy , w e clo so not hy 

securing turf or reputations or legacies. W e honor him by listening hard, so 

that we can catch the stories that are being told, and then tell them again, even 

better, to each other. We do not need to defend a turf, but to contribute to a 

conversation. That conversation, Carey reminded us (quoting Kenneth Burke) 

hegan before we were born, and will go on long after w e are dead. 

James 'vV. Carey embodied a way of life based in tal k - the least coercive 

and most engaging Iorrn of human relationship. He showed us all how to be 

part of academic life through choosing, in small wa ys and large, to make space 

and time for talking together about ideas. His work centered on m eaning, not 

power, on personal not professional relationships, and on loyalty to qu estions, 
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not disciplines. He imagined univ ersities a. humane, civil and gen erous pla ces . 
How int oxicat ing that pos sibilit y remains. 
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