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Afterwards, in the mi lling crowd, I found m yself standi ng near a clum p of grad uate 
stud nts. " What was that all abo ut?" said o ne of them , with ,I nasty chuckle. "All that 

glasses twirling- why is he such a b ig deal- I had no idea wha t he was trying to say." 
I was, as you can im agine, d u mbstruck. The clum p of studen ts moved o n. How 

could those st udents not be spellb o und? How co uld that eloquence fall on deaf ears? 
But it can, and it d id, in sp ite of Carey's deep desire to exp ress and engage . o t 
everyone "got" Carey, then or no w. No netheless, h never gave up t rying to co nnect 
with everyo ne he met , and everyo ne he talked with. He was p ro fliga te, almost d riven, 
in h is energi s. H se m d t beli ve he always owed us hi s bes t s If. 

So I wanted to pu nch out that grad student who was rid icu ling so meth ing he 
refused to understand. I knew - o r presumed - the desire to co nnect that fueled 
Carey's talk. I knew that Ca rey wa never, ever , purposely obscure or elusive. He really 
wanted the respo nsive mi racle th at comes fro m face-to -face co mm un ication - and 
po ured h is even tually dim inishi ng energies into every teach ing occasion , in th e ho pe 

that such co nnections would be made. 
This is, [ rea lize, an inescapable clemen t of a ritual view of co mmunicatio n. Not 

everyone gets it. Th reality we crea te and sus tai n , and o ffer ' s a gift with such good 
will, may be refused by those who want to be m rely receivers, no t engaged 
parti cipa nts. O ur effo rts to co nne t can be spurned. So to offe r su ch a gift is to op en 

o urselves up to m isu ndersta nd ing at d to ridi cu le, becau se we are tr ying to share 
meani ngs, ra ther th an sim ply transm itt ing mes sages. 

And wi th Carey'. deat h , we have los t all future chanc s o f having those envelo ping, 
jazz-riff mome nts. [ am in xp re ibly gratefu l for each o f h is es ays, but as he hims If 

taught, pr int is only partially eloquent, and says almost the sa me thing , every time. It 
is pa inful to accept how m uch we have lost-not just the ver bal b rilliance, and the 
personal warm th, but also the possibility of being taken by surprise. We have lost the 
way, wi th every enco unter, Carey could make th ings new. 

T he academic conversation goes on , of co urs e, and we his students keep his 

mem ory alive, and his ideas circu lat ing. But whenever I teach h is work. I am painfully 
aware of my own limi ta tio ns, as well as the Faustian ba rgain we strike when we 
sim plify and prepare read ings for o ur student '. [ am still not .o rn eone who think. we 
should keep art sacred and separate from th e masses, bu t if 1 am to honor h im, I can 
also vow to fight aga inst the sed uctive sirnplicitie: of academi c taxidermy. 

If [ am to t ruly honor Carey, th en , I will always ask the hard, good qu estions, no 

matter who I am talking wit h- kindergartener, fresh ma n, grad uate stu den t, or 
co lleague. I will assu me that lowe each teaching situation my best elf. I will avo id , as 
m uch as possible, turning the go ld o f o riginal so urces into the dross of po wer po int s 
and ou tlin e and summaries. And- pai nfu l as it is- I will accep t tha t th e very best I 
can give will so metimes be dism issed by peop le who canno t und erstand or who 

sim ply do not want what is bei ng o ffered. 
Jim was indefatigab le in h is des ires to connect, whi ch is why, o f course, he was a 

magn ificent teacher. I learned more than I ca n ever ex press from b ing under his 

spell. 
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